CHAPTER IV

HOUSING

It will be readily acknowledged that housing

is & problem today for a great many people, because
there are not encugh houses to go around, To‘the ma-
Jority of white home-seckers, this problem is relatively
new, since the war, To the Negro-American, this is an
ever-present problem. Next to jobs, according to this
survey, housing is the greatest potential tension point
in the field of inter-cultural relations, In the present
crisis, many sociologists place housing before even jobs,
because apparently it is easier to get people to work
together than it is to get them to live next door to one

ancther,

Grand Rapids has been proud of the fact that it
has no formal slum area, It is true it has none, It is
also true that within these ten areas studied, several
sections form the nucleus for an actual slum area. It is.
hard to stop the spread of slums, once they get started.
Like a disease, they cannot be confined to any one par-
ticular area for long, and soon they contaminate the
entire city. It is wise for property owners and for
others in authority to act at once to stem the deteriora-

tion.




In general, Grand Rapids is a city of home
owners. According to Table IX, 46% of the Negro~Ameri-
cans in these areas own their homes, while the same is
true of 60% of the white families. This anelysis in-
dicates that about 50% of the people in the areas studied
either own or are buying their homes. Of those who are
renters, the rent paid is from $15.00 to $29,00 per month
for a five to seven room house, (Table X.) There occurs
the usual disparity in rents due to the fact that Negro
families must pay the same rents as whites for the same
size house, but are forced to live in the most undesire--

ble and unattractive residences.

The general physical condition of the houges in

these areas is found to be good or fair (Table XI), which
condition is to be expected in an area where about 50% of
the group own their homes, But the figure indicating the

mumber of poor or unfit homes is still too large.

The size of the Negro--American family occupying
a five to seven room house is from six to nine persons,
a8 compared with the white families whose size is from
three to five persons for a comparable house (Teble XIII).
This indicates that overcrowding in the homes exists more

noticeably emong Negro-American femilies than emong white
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femilies, The existence of greater overcrowding on the
part of Negro families can be treced to the following
causes: (1) the inability of the Negro family to exer-
cise freedom of movement or choice in type of home; (2)
the crowding of more people into an inflexible area be-
canse of the influx from the South; and (3) the in-
creased application of "restrictive covenants" or of
comparable action. thile it is true that in the present
housing crisis, overcrowding exists among both white and
Negro femilies, it must be kept in mind thet the condi-
tion is a temporary one for white families but is likely
to be permanent for the Negro family. Among human beings,
when there has been an unnatural massing together without
the necessary freedom of motion, it seems certain that

racial conflict, eventually, will occur.

The average number of bedrooms 1n houses occu=
pied by Negro femilies is two and one-helf, while three
and one-half is average among white families (Table XIII.)
The statisti;s indicate that the larger Negro family has
fewer bedrooms than has the same sized white family. Such
a condition not only affects the health of the families
involved, but also has a direct influence on their moral
and cultural development, In meny homes, children of

adolescent age have been found sleeping in the same room
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TABLE XIV

NUMBER OF DWELLINGS HAVING A BATHROOM

Number having
Individual Number Number
Bathroom per | Sharing Without Not Total
{AREA |Famijy Unit Bathroom Bathroom Given
Negro | White || Negro| White || Negro| White
/A\SE 7 210 8 2 2 5 5 239
B SE 15 75 5 0 4 1 5 || 105
gﬁ) 48 40 0 0 4 10 4 106
_D__S@ 140 95 6 0 19 4 12 276 _
F SE 40 47 6 0 11 | 6 18 128
G SwW 47 81 0 0 7 8 1 144
H SW| 173 76 23 8 8 3 9 300
_J Sw 9 129 0 0 2 62 5 207
K SW 34 3 47 3 29 5 11 132
I— Sw 8 1 0 0 3 4 3 19
TOTAL| 621 757 95 13 89 | 108 78 111,666
=36




with their parents, and in some cases, several adult

|
couples are occupying one room. ‘ L

i B E =

In this study, a full bathroom is defined as w

having a bathtub, bowl, and wash basin. According to i‘
Table XIV, 73% of the Negro homes have full bathrooms, J‘

while 86% of the white families have the same; sharing | |

the bathroom with one or more other families are 12% of

the Negro group, and 1.9% of the white group. H ‘

Eighteen per cent of the Negro families have H}‘ .

a bowl and wash basin but no bathtub, while the same
i

condition was found to exist among only 12% of the white

families. In both groups, the percentage not having

It is interesting to note that twenty-seven I (Hh

\‘
. inside toilet facilities was negligible.
| l |

‘ |

| I

living one over the other or side by side. ] ”
|

: Negro and white families were occupying the same duplex, [

SUMMARY: A housing crisig exists that is affecting all \‘
groups of people. For the majority of white families, it I
is a temporary problem. But for the majority of Negre ‘\
femilies, it is a permanent problem unless a change occurs

I in the present pattern, so that Negro-Americen families }
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NUMBER OF DWELLINGS HAVING A BATHTUB [ F
ﬁ Number having : ;:{‘}
Individual Number Number 4 |1
Bathtub per Sharing Without Not I g
A%REA Family v.Tn,f,t B:athtub : Bathtxf‘n.b ; Given Total “Y ‘
Negro | White Negro| White || Negro White ﬁ
f sE| 13 | 213 ol o] ol a3l 10 239 i
| B ssl 20| ol o 4| 6l 5 105 I “:'
| ) sm as | 4s o| o 4| 7] a4 | 108 il
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TABLE XVI

NUMBER OF DWELLINGS HAVING INSIDE TOILETS

Mumber having |
Individual Number Number
Toilets per Sharing Without
| Family Unit Toilet Toilet

Négro | White Negro: White|Negro| White

10 214 0 0 0

26 70

B0_| 45

93

58

84

83
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obtain the opportunity for movement and expansion,

0f the majority of houses, the general physical
conditions are good, but there is a potential threat of

slum development in several areas.

And let it be remembered that overcrowding in

living conditions tends to affect the health and the

cultural and moral development of the family.
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CHAPTER V
WHAT THE PEOPLE SAY

It is of interest and of value to know what the
"man on the street" thinks sbout current problems, The
information in this chapter has been obtained through com-
ments volunteered by the interviewee, or from statements
drawn from individuals by the researcher in his roving tour
of the areas. The question was asked: "What do you think
about race relations in Grand Rapids?" (The term "inter~
cultural® was eliminated, as it is & rather new scientific
term in the field of Humen Relations and is probably not
familiar to the general publiec.) Answers are grouped be-

low according to subject matter,

QUESTION: "fhat do you think about race rela-
tions in Grand Repids?"
THE ANSWERS
CONCERNING SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS
"I think there are too many Southerners coming
here, They &all ought to stay in the South, then we won't

have any trouble up here."

"I don't have anything ageinst or for Negroes.

They're just like everyone else; some good, and some bad."




"The treuble with the Negro is that if yeu give

him equality, he wants to live next door te you or marry v/r

outside his own group." : ]“

!
(
"There are a lot of foreigners ocoming in from the v’l

0ld Country. America ought to be kept for Americens."

I
"I just don't like Negroes., Don't have & special MI

reason, Just grew up with the idea."

"White folks don't like it becamse they can't

- kick us around up here like they do in the South. I lost

my boy in the war, and we gtill have no freedom,"

 "Mhig was & good town until these white folks ‘
from the South started coming here. If we aren't careful, \
It il

Grand Rapids will be as bad as Mississippi." I

"Freedom, Democracy, huh., There isn!t any such

that's a lemgh.

"I believe that people generally are pretty decent,

I don't think we'll have any riots or dtsturbances here." | e

|
‘
N
|
|
\ \
\
' word for Negroes. That means only white folks. Democracy - }
| |
| f




CONCERNING EMPLOYMENT
"I work with some eolored men every day, We

get along fine; no trouble,"

"There are a lot of places in this tomn that

won't hire colored folks, What good is it to go to

echool and get education if you can't use it when yoﬁ

get out?®

"They talk ebout Negroes not being able to

keep up their houses., How are you going to keep up your

plece if you can't get & decent job?"

"I've never worked with a Negro and don't think
I'q like to. No special reason, must have inherited my

feeling from my parents."

"I look at it this way. Some white folks are

good workers and some white folks are bad workers. It's

the seme in the colored group."

"Things are getting better now, If o Negro is
qualified, he can get come pretty decent Jobs. This is

going to be a good town for everybody.,"

. "The only thing about Negroes is that they won't




|

|

come to work on time, and they lay off after payday. Oh,
I know it isn't true of all Negroes, and a lot of white
folks do the same thing, but you just notice it more when

colored people do it."

CONCERNING HOUSES
"Folks talk gbout Negroes buying these big fine
cars instead of a house. We would like to buy a house,
but where can a Negro find a decent house to buy? You
can buy only in certain areas, So instead of them buying
what they need and can't get, they just buy a car that they

want."

"My neighbors for the last twenty-five years
have been colored people. They keep their property in

good shape and they are fine neighbors."

"Itd like to sell a house to a Negro in this
neighborhood, but my white clients would either move out

or boycott my business,"

"People ought to be free to move wherever they
please as long as they have the money and can act decent.

They weren't so choosy when they were all scared during

the war. They didn't mind having Negroes die to keep them




safe, but they can't live next door to them in peace,

White folks and me -~ - we just arentt"

"We don't mind Negroes living in our block,

They don't bother us any, "

"There are too many Negroes coming. They're

going to ruin this neighborhood, "

"If they try to make all the Negroes 1live in
one digtrict, this town will be sorry at the results,

You cen't herd people like cattle, "

‘5?:;_—;;;4#-@-—-?"'—“:‘-‘;4{41!-‘“‘*?‘—’90




