

















3 min, Bef, u

SRR RG S R AN, o (e RS R AR i, O BRI S R R S R ST R A R

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 1995

SREPTICIOSNM ABOUT PRISON EXPANSION o3

S AR

ESS

N
R

Xz

B R & R T e b

B

{1 O OSECTION

© 1 was all wet

about mules

B Come on in, the water’s fine.
But don’t expecr water aerobics
— and those who exercise that
way — to be a pushover.

Anyone who engages in observation
mixed with opinion stands to be haunted
later by something he or she has said or
done.

I feel that way about “high-kicking
mules,” my assessment in a column last
year of women wending their way

By Kelley Root
The Grand Rapids Press

Former Grand Rapids Mayor Gerald
Helmholdt and a local woman who lost two
sons to violent crime will co-chair a cam-
paign to put 95 more police officers on the
city’s streets.

The campaign, “Safety ’95,” is aimed at
winning voter approval of a March 28 ballot
proposal that would raise city income taxes
by 30 percent - and lower property taxes 20
percent - to hire the new officers.

The campaign was to kick off at a press
conference this morning. It is being coordi-
nated by former Silent Observer director
David Doyle, who led the city’s successful
library millage campaign last year. .

“It boils down to a basic issue of safety,”
Doyle said Wednesday. “Do you feel safe in
your neighborhood? It's our belief people want
to feel safer and want more police coverage.”

Helmholdt, mayor from 1983 to 1991,
said he agréed to chair the campaign “out
of frustration.”

“Even back when I was mayor, we did
not have sufficient funds to fund the police

& & Tere 15 no doubt in my mind that we need more police
officers on the street. This is a good way to get there. BB

™ _u.-, v,Vv.v.-..v R S N I R R T RN T P TR
mother of two slaying victims

department to bring it up to the levels they
needed,” he said. “As crime statistics go up,
1t makes that need even greater.”

Ella Ramirez, whose two sons were mur-
dered in separate incidents in 1993 and
1994, was expected to appear at this morn-
ing’s press conference. On Wednesday, a
jury began deliberating the fate of the
younger son’s accused killer. The jury is to
resume deliberations today.

“There is no doubt in my mind that we
need more police officers on the street,”
Ramirez said in a prepared statement.
“This is a good way to get there.”

David Jason Peoples-Ramirez, 18, was

shot and killed July 20, 1994, at Franklin
Street and Neland Avenue SE. About a year
earlier, on June 17, 1993, his brother -
Calvin DeWayne Joseph, 26 - was found
dead in the closet of an apartment at 8
Wealthy St. SE. No arrests have been made.

Police Chief William Hegarty said esca-
lating violence has pushed the city’s re-
sources to the limit, and that his under-
staffed department can now regularly pa-
trol only half of the city’s neighborhoods.

If the ballot issue is approved, the de-
partment will assign 71 of the new officers
to patrol units and 24 to investigatory units,
Hegarty said. It will allow all neighbor-

hoods to be covered at all times, he added

“The number and severity of the neigh-
borhood problem - things that affect peo-
ple every day - is growing,” Hegarty said
“The ability of the police department to re-
spond or assign patrols to neighborhoods
is diminishing.”

Grand Rapids voters soundly rejected an
income tax increase in 1989, but this time, city
officials are hoping the promise of a propetty
tax cut will make the hike more palatable. .

The income tax for residents would rise
from 1 percent to 1.3 percent. Non-residents
working in Grand Rapids would see their
rates go from 0.5 percent to 0 65 percent

Meanwhile, property taxes would be reduced
by 2 mills over two years. The city’s annual net
gain would be sightly more than $5 mullion. -

Voters will be asked separately whether
they want to amend the city charter to dech-
cate at least 32 percent of the general operat-
ing fund to the police department budget The
city now spends $24 million, or 28 percent, of
its annual budget on law enforcement

City officials say that second question is
necessary to convince voters the money
won't be spent on other priorities
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{ NOTICE OF THE LAST DAY OF REGISTRATION FOR THE
SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD TUESDAY,
MARCH 28, 1995 IN THE CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE thot any qualified clector of the City of Grand Rapids, Kent BY

County. Michigon, who s not olready registered, moy registor to vote at the Grand Ropids BN

City Clerk’s Office, ot any Secretary of State Office, or with a Kent County or Ci? of Grand

ggpudqs?Dseputy Registrar for the Special Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, Morch
1
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THE LAST DAY FOR RECEIVING REGISTRATIONS
FORTHE SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION WILL BE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27,1995

on which day the Grand Ropids City Clerk's OHice will be open from 800 om to 500
p m for the purpose of receiving registrations of electors qualified to vote
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At the Special Municipol Election on March 28, 1995, the following questions will be con-
sidered

§ BALLOT QUESTION I:
UNIFORM CITY INCOME TAX INCREASE

Shall Ordinance No 94-47, an amendment to the Unmiform City Income Tax Ordinence,
which increases the annual rate of tax on corporations and resident individuais from 1% to
1 3% and on non-resident individuals from 5% to 65% effective January 1, 1996, be
opproved?
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BALLOT QUESTION 1.

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS CHARTER AMENDMENT TO
REQUIRE THE CITY COMMISSION TO ANNUALLY DEDICATE
AN APPROPRIATION OF NOT LESS THAN 32% OF THE CITY

GENERAL OPERATING FUND TO PROVIDE POLICE SERVICES
WHILEBOTHA CITY INCOME TAX OF AT LEAST 1.3%IS IN
EFFECT FOR CORPORATIONS AND RESIDENT INDIVIDUALS
AND A CITY INCOME TAX OF AT LEAST .65% IS IN EFFECT
FOR NON-RESIDENT INDIVIDUALS.

The purpose of this amendment is 1o require the City Commission to annually dedicote
an gppropriation of not less than 32% of the City General Operating Fund for police serv.
«ces 50 long as the oty ncome tox rote 1s ot least 1 3% for corporutions and resident
«ndividuals and ot least 65% for non-resident indviduals
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Shall this amendment be odopted?
YES (]
NO | |
ONLY REGISTRATIONS RECEIVED ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 27, 1995 WILL QUALIFY

PERSONS TO VOTE IN THE SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON MARCH
28,1995.

QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER TO VOTE.

- Citizen of the United States
Atloast 18 yeors of age on or before March 28, 1995
Resident of the City of Grond Ropids

Regrstered voters who have moved within the City mits may updote therr registrotion
cecord ot the City Clerk’s Office in person, or by mailing in o signed notice not later than
Monday, February 27, 1995, giving past and present oddress Ifyou ore in doubt as to the
status of your voler registratron, please check with the City Clerk’s Office at 456-3010

{TDD 456 3000)
YOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO QUALIFY AS A VOTER!

Persons with speciol needs as defingd i the Americons with Disabilities Act, should con-
tact Mary Therese Jester Acting City Clerk 300 Monroe NW gt 456-3010 (TDD-3001)

Mary Therese Jester
City Clerk
City of Grond Rapids
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3 tickets
share Lotto

jackpot

W Each winning ticket is worth
about §15 million. For the losers,
their 81 only bought them a chance
to fantasize about that easy money.

Press Local and Wire reports

The odds were 14 million to one, but that
didn’t stop those dreaming of green from
buying tickets all over the state. And out of
25 million plays, three lucky tickets beat
the odds.

Those tickets, bearing the numbers
three, 20, 33, 34, 43 and 46, will share Sat-
urday’s jackpot, worth at least $43 million,
lottery officials said.

A single winner collecting the jackpot
would have collected $2.1 million a year for
the next 20 years ~ about $1.4 million an-
nually after taxes. ‘

In $1 bills, the money would weigh over

Taxing issues beset

cop millage drive

» A survey shows most residents
already feel safe. And the in-your-
pocket issue comes up for a vote
when residents are filing their
federal income tax returns.

By Kelley Root
The Grand Rapids Press

Phyllis Spelman isn’t exactly living in
fear in her tidy two-story home on the
fringes of southeast Grand Rapids.

She and her husband, Paul, have had po-
lice at their door only once during more
than 15 years on Kentridge Drive SE -
when an anxious son-in-law, unable to
reach the couple by telephone, asked offi-
cers to check on them.

“I feel safe here,” Spelman, 72, says of
the neighborhood north of 44th Street,
near Kentwood. “It’s quiet, it’s nice. The
only thing we’ve ever had happen was
someone pushed our mailbox over.”

It’s outlying residents like Spelman - not
those in the crime-plagued inner city - that
Grand Rapids officials acknowledge they
will have to persuade as they lobby for a
March 28 income-tax increase to hire 95

First in a series of occasional
articles examining the
proposed police tax that Grand
Rapids voters will decide on
March 28.

new police officers.

In short, if the tax is to pass, it will de-
pend largely on how safe people feel, and if
they’re willing to open their pocketbooks to
feel safer. And with a new survey showing
most residents feel reasonably safe, that
could be a problem.

The city-sponsored poll of 1,003 people -
released this month to city commissioners
- shows three out of four respondents con-
sider Grand Rapids “acceptably safe” to
“very safe,” especially in outlying neigh-
borhoods. Even in core-city areas, 70 per-
cent said they do not feel unsafe’”

At the same time, however, respondents
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listed crime as the city’s biggest challenge
and indicated they support more police on
the street.

Two-thirds said they would pay higher
property taxes for additional officers.

After beginning the survey in Novembef,
the city chose to pursue an income tax in-
stead. But Police Chief William Hegarty 7

see COP TAX, A19
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COP TAX

Izs fate depends on those who feel secure

CONTINUED FROM Al

said the response indicates “an aw-
ful lot of people are aware of the
staffing problem in the police de-
partment and want to help.”

Plans and problems

Backers of the proposal say the
income-tax hike, which would gen-
erate $5 million annually, is needed
to ensure all neighborhoods are pa-
trolled consistently.

If passed, residents’ income tax
would increase from 1 percent to
1.3 percent; for non-residents, the
hike would be from .50 percent to
.65 percent. At the same time,
Grand Rapids property taxes would
roll back by 2 mills. ’

In its most recent quarterly
newsletter, the city estimated the
average Grand Rapids household -
with an income of $33,000 and a
$63,000 home - would see an in-
come-tax increase of $99 and a
property-tax reduction of $63, ora
net hike of $36 per year.

To sell residents on the tax, the
city’s “Safety '95” campaign - head-
ed by former Silent Observer direc-
tor David Doyle, a veteran of many
city tax campaigns - will focus on
several themes:

m That Grand Rapids police
staffing is lower than the average of
other large Michigan cities.

m That an income tax is the best
way to pay for more police because
it spreads the burden among more
people, namely non-residents who
work in the city.

m And that extra officers will al-
low outlying neighborhoods to get
faster police response for less-seri-
ous crimes such as break-ins, van-
dalism and delinquent youth.

But there are obstacles. Recently
released statistics show the city’s
crime rate last year was the lowest
in more than a decade. The vote al-
so will come at a time when many
taxpayers will be feeling the sting
of completing their federal and
state income-tax returns.

What backers say they will not
do is try to scare residents into vot-
ing for the hike.

“The last thing anyone wants to
do is create fear to sell this issue,”
Hegarty said.

Still, he added, the need to divert
officers to critical inner-city areas
has left outer neighborhoods more
vulnerable than they used to be.

“The problems of central-city
neighborhoods during the last two
or three years are rapidly shifting,
spreading outward,” Hegarty said.
“It’s the kind of stuff that destroys
neighborhoods very quickly - loi-
tering youth, disorderly youth,
delinquent youth. Purse snatchings

of older residents. Burglaries of oc-
cupied homes during the night.”

Outlying areas hold the key

One resident who says she un-
derstands that trend is Sherry
Savara.

The Southeast Side woman lives
in the same neighborhood as Phyl-
lis Spelman. But her views show
that residents’ perceptions of safe-
ty vary even when they live within
blocks of each other.

After 18 years on Kendall Street
SE, Savara and her family are look-
ing for a new home because
“through the years, the neighbor-
ho%d has changed very much,” she
said.

Savara doesn’t know if she’ll sup-
port the income-tax hike, because
she’s not sure how much it will
cost. But she doesn’t need to be
;pnvinced the city needs more po-

ice.

“I've had my share of trouble
since I've been here,” Savara said.
“My house was broken into twice
in the past year and a half. The po-
lice don’t come as quickly as you
want them to, but I know they’re
busy.”

'On the opposite side of town, Pa-
tricia Grusnis of Sibley Street NW
said she favors the proposal be-
cause she remembers beat-pound-
ing cops as a comforting presence
during her childhood.

“When I was a kid, there was
nothing strange about seeing pa-
trolmen,” said Grusnis, 63, a widow
who lives on Social Security pay-
ments. “They were all over the
place.”

But Karen Chittenden of nearby
Bristol Avenue NW said she and
her husband, both working profes-
sionals, are inclined to reject the
tax hike. They’ve lived in their far
West Side home for five years and
have three children, the youngest
born this month.

“The reason I don't support an
income tax is it penalizes people
who work,” said Chittenden, 32.

Besides, she said, her neighbor-
hood is generally safe. Recent bur-
glaries caused some neighbors to
form a neighborhood watch, but
su%h crime is the exception, she
said.

Campaign strategy

Doyle said personal contact with
residents will be key to passing the
proposal.

“There seems to be support for
the issue that we need more police
on the street,” he said. “That’s crit-
ical in terms of trying to get people
to move on to the next step, which
is how do we get the police on the
streets.”

HOW SAFE DO YOU FEEL?

areas of Grand Rapids.

Unsafe
21.4%
15.8%
17.3%

Very unsafe
3.7%

2.2%
4%

ist Ward
2nd Ward
3rd Ward

24%
18.2%

Core city 5.6%
Outlying areas 3.3%

Percentage of how residents responded to the question’irkiiﬁe\;ent

CORE CITY VS OUTLYING AREAS

Older, lower-income neighborhoods versus more affluent areas on the
far Northeast, Southeast and West sides. !

Very unsafe Unsafe Acceptable Safe Very safe

Note: Percentages do not total 100% due to rounding of numbers.

Ln

Acceptable Safe Very safe
41.3% 29.3% 3.7%

44.9% 31.3% 4.6%
47.4% 28% 2.7%

47.1%
44.5%

19.8
29.5%

2.7%
3.7%

He said the city must convince
residents that an income-tax hike is
the fairest way to spread the tax
burden - while fending off cries of
“taxation without representation”
from non-residents who work in
the city, such as Cedar Springs’
Herbert Smith.

Smith, manager of Rick’s Trans-
mission Service, 830 Lafayette St.
SE, says he’s in the city only a small
part of his week.

“They’re not going to be pa-
trolling the roads in front of my
house,” Smith said. “I don't believe
we have representation at all. I
don’t have a voice in the matter.”

Meanwhile, the police chief is
hammering home statistics that he
says show police staffing is inade-
quate.

According to Hegarty, Michigan's
eight largest cities average 2.8 offi-
cers per 1,000 resideats, while
Grand Rapids’ average is 1.5 offi-
cers. The statewide average, how-
ever, is skewed somewhat by De-
troit and its immense number of of-
ficers.

And while major crimes overall
dropped 12 percent in 1994 from a
1991 high, the city’s recent newslet-
ter emphasized that certain violent
crimes and drug, weapon and juve-
nile offenses are up over a decade
earlier.

Doyle says no one is trying to
scare anybody into voting for more
cops, but added he won't apologize
for “laying the facts out.”

“I don’t know anybody in this

PRESS GRAPHIC/ED RIOJAS

campaign who’s selling fear and
preaching hype,” he said. “We're
simply saying the police depart-
ment has been understaffed for
years and can no longer do the job
they need to do.”

The city also needs to convince
residents the tax increase will be
used for police only. Officials plan
to do that through a second ques-
tion on the ballot that would dedi-
cate 32 percent of the city’s gener-
al-fund budget to the police depart-
ment. :

So far, there has been no orga-
nized opposition.

Mary Milanowski, a longtime an-
ti-tax crusader now on the Grand
Rapids school board, said she’s un-
decided about the tax hike, but
worries about locking in the police
department percentage.

“It presents a problem down the
road if we hit a recessionary time,”
she said. “Other city services are
going to suffer.”

Milanowski said it’s difficult to
tell how voters, particularly those
on the tax-averse West Side, will go.
But it will be interesting to see
whether the timing - right before
April’s tax deadline - will affect the
outcome, she said.

“People who get their taxes done
prior to (the March 28 vote) will see
how much is going to government,
and that may make a decision with
some people,” she said.

Press reporter Ed Golder con-
tributed to this report.

Warning signs before -
American Eagle crash
were ignored by FAA

By Stephen Engelberg
and Adam Bryant
The New York Times

WASHINGTON - American Ea-
gle Flight 4184 had been holding
for 32 minutes in a chilly drizzle
last October when air traffic con-
trollers in Chicago cleared the pi-
lots to make a routine descent from
10,000 to 8,000 feet.

Although the pilots did not know
it, 2 dangerous ridge of ice had built
up on the wings, and in a fraction of
a second, to their complete and ulti-
mately fina} terror, the pilots lost
control of the ATR-72 turbo prop.

The plane’s controls moved on
their own, tilting the right wing al-
most perpendicular to the ground.
The pilots wrestled with the air-
craft, but the wing tilted violently
again, the plane flipped on its back
and, without hope of recovery, the
plane plunged toward earth.

All 68 people aboard were killed
when the plane slammed into a soy-
bean field near Roselawn, Ind., a
crash so violent that few recognizable
pieces of the plane were left intact.

It was a crash that did not have
to happen.

A New York Times investigation
has found that the Federal Aviation
Administration had for years
brushed aside repeated warnings
from pilots, and experts, and from
the behavior of the plane itself, that
something was awry. The failure to
heed those warnings raises trou-
bling questions that go beyond the
Roselawn crash, questions about
the procedures and safeguards of
the agency itself.

The agency does not routinely
monitor crashes abroad of foreign-
made planes operating in this coun-
try - as happened with the ATR. It
also relies heavily on manufactur-
ers’ evaluations of their own air-
planes - as with the ATR - rather
than conducting independent tests.
As aresult, its own experts increas-
ingly lack the hands-on knowledge
to ask the right questions.

The FAA's bureaucratic culture
keeps it from being aggressive, as
does its reluctance to impose costly
safety modifications on airlines.

There have been assertions for
years that issues like wind shear -
and de-icing — become priorities on-
ly after a fatal crash brings them to
public attention. The experts call it
“tombstone technology.”

The ATR-72 and the smaller ATR-
42 were involved in a string of inct-
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& & But until the
blood gets deep
enough, there is a
tendency to either
1gnore a problem or
live withit. 39
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leading safety expert

dents in Europe and the United
States, including a 1987 crash in the
Alps that killed 37 people. In at least
20 incidents, the planes faltered in
icy conditions. Yet the FAA failed to
conduct a far-reaching, indepern?
dent review of the plane's design
until after 68 people were killed in
the United States in October
“It's a story of a series of linked
incidents, and at least one accident;
that all point basically in the same
direction - that there is a problem in
certain conditions with the aircraft,?
said William Waldock, a professar
of aeronautical science at Embry;
Riddle Aeronautical University in
Arizona and a leading safety expert.
“But until the blood gets deep
enough, there 1s a tendency to either
ignore a problem or live with1t.” -
For their part, FAA officials vig-
orously defend the agency's actions
in certifying the plane, and contin:
uing to allow it to fly. s
The pattern, they insist, becan
clear only after the Roselawn crash.
It is only 1n hindsight, they say, that
the ATR crash seems as if it coul
have been prevented. ATR officiai
say much the same. "
When the FAA certified the ATR
to operate in this country, it meant
that the plane met the agency’s stan-
dards for flying in icy conditions,
The continuing problems wath icg,
however, inevitably prompted con-
cerns - not only about the design of
the plane but also about the stri-
gency of the standards themselves.
But by the late 1980s, experts ixi-
side and outside the FAA were
pressing the agency to do raise
those standards. But for the FAA,
new standards would require new
rules, new tests and costly de-
mands on the airlines. -
Few in the agency’s top ranks fa-
vored such an undertaking.
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the statistics

‘Although major crime is down,
ity still has plenty of victims

Grand Rapads voters have reason 1o wonder
ihey need togive up a of their money in

take a bite out of crime. Statistics showing that

crime is decreasing in the city seriously undermine
best reason to vole “yes™ next month increase
for more police.

:puw.u":gcmmm

“The chief says the Police Department doesn't
‘quickly or sometimes at all 1o complaints

‘parties, juvemile curfew violations, lod

ke, about loud car radios

ey Sspitons Dianyesciing

. invest icums

.never even see an officer; complaints are taken
over the telephone. In fact, more than 43 000 complaint
«calls last year were handied over the telephone.

“This is not a knock against the Police Department. In
ssctting priorities, Chief Hegarty has put the emphasis

‘Chlef Hegarty
:_g‘hl force 10 408, would enable his
nd, and 1

police don't resuit in less cnme. Cato rescarchers said

anarea’s economy has a IMPACct on Crime. A tax
increase would hurt Grand Rapids” economy.

The number of police officers sought,
tionable. it came not from a thorough
ing needs but from
thana to hure
colncidence of this imui
eléction, in which Mr.
for re-election, is too close
*mtlﬂed.whydm’tciy '
‘from existing revenues? If police
Aop prorities, shouldn’t

? Does the i
offset the negative of

Determining the best level of police staffing
Ee&mummmm.
pids, it might depend on the following:
crime has been gowng down. but do citi

Arc residents satisflied with the current

response? Do they believe that

Them more protection?

1f.residents feel they want more
o asked?

The crime statistics are helpful, but they dont tell
full story about the i of crime or how taxpayers
should react. Over the next month, the commission and
the chief have a responsibility to help tell that story.
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> Seve a/ Zr/g/z-pmﬁ/e [)6’0/)/{’ and
01 gammfzom fave dondated money
10 an income tax campaign. One
group missing is a policé officers’
U0,

By Ed Golder
The Grand Rapids Press

Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. and But-
terworth Hospital together have con-
tributed more than half the campaign mon-
ey for a proposed income tax hike that
would put 95 more police on Grand Rapids
city streets, records released Wednesday
show.

MichCon contributed $5,000 of the
$12,475 raised by the committee, which
gathered more than 60 contributions from
individuals and corporations for the pri-

& i %
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vately funded campaign

The fligures - disclosed in campaign [i-
nance [ilings required by law - covered a
period from the beginning of the campaign
in January until Monday

MichCon regularly contributes to political
campaigns and considers this one “positive
overall, especially in light of the fact that we
have 420 active employees and several hun-
dred retirees who live in this community,”
said Rich Steketee, manager of public af-

hire more cops

fairs for MichCon's Grand Rapids office
- “We look at 1t as a quality of hife matter”

Butterworth donated $1,500 because the
hospital is “very involved with neighbors
and recognizes the power of police on the
street,” according to Jean Hitchcocks. direc-
tor of communications for the hospital.
“We just felt it was a real good cause to get
involved with "

Willlam G Gonzalez, president and CEO
of Butterworth Health Systems, is part of
the 32-member Safety 95 Campaign Com-
mittee, which 1s promoting passage of the
ballot proposal

The hist of contributors also includes
Grand Ramds City Commissioners Roy
Schmidt, Linda Samuelson and George
Heartwell, who each gave $25.

David Cassard and Robert Buffham,
both members of the city’s Downtown De-
velopment Authority, contributed $300 and
$100, respectively.

Grand Rapids Mayor John Logie pitched

see POLICE TAX, B2
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Union says it avoids all political campargns

CONTINUED FROM B1

in $100, as did Grand Rapids City
Manager Kurt Kimball. Several oth-
et city employees contributed as
well.

Sa far, the campaign to raise the
city's income tax rate from 1 per-
cent to 1.3 percent for residents
and from 0.50 percent to 0 65 per-
cent for non-residents - with an ac-
companying 2-mill rollback of
property taxes - has been compar-
atively low-Kkey.

But as the March 28 vote nears,
the campaign’s war chest will be
put to use, according to Dawvid
Doyle, campaign coordinator for
Safety 95.

“The strategy was to come hard
the last 10 days to two weeks,”
Doyle said. The efforts wall include
posters, fliers, promotional maten-
als and a direct-mail blitz to 25,000
city households.

“That'’s a substantial amount of
money in itself,” Doyle said of the
direct-maill campaign “That's
where most of 1t 1s going to go.”

The tax increase would generate
$5 million a year and ensure 24-
hour patrols citywide, according to
proponents. The Grand Rapids Po-

lice Department would grow from
313 officers to 408.

A separate ballot question would
permanently commit at least 32
percent of the city’s budget to the
police department.

Noticeably absent among cam-

paign contnbutors was the Grand
Raplds Police Officers Labor Coun-
cil, the bargaining unit for 270 offi-
cers and sergeants on the city’s po-
lice force, which contributed $300
to a similar 1989 effort to raise the
city’s income tax

But the orgaruzation has not con-
tributed to any pohitical campaigns
for the last few years because it
doesn’t want to offend 1ts members,
according to Officer Terrence
McGee, chief steward of the union.

Besides, the union doesn't want
to engender bad blood between it-
self and elected officials it didn't
support, McGee added.

“Paybacks are hell and paybacks
are involved 1n politics,” he said.

While two other city bargaining
units - the fire and general em-
ployees unions - voted down re-
quests to donate to the campaign,
the Grand Rapids Police Officers
Labor Council never broughtittoa
vote.

TOP DONORS ~ ' &
The largest contributions to the L&
Grand Haplds pohce mcome tax $.:"
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“I don't believe there’s ever been
any conversation in our organiza-
tion about it,” McGee said.

The union has, however, agreed
to endorse the ballot proposal

In 1989, the city asked voters to
approve a 50 percent income tax
hike for city residents to be used in
the city’s general fund. It failed §5.1
percent to 44.9 percent.

This campaign will be easier,
Doyle believes, because the money
is earmarked for police.

“It’s not as difficult of a sell,”
Doyle said. “People are going to
tend to support it, knowing their
tax dollars will be used for what
they want them to be used for.”




Six former city officials
question need for cop tax

W There’s no convincing evidence

that 95 more officers are needed,
lax opponents say.

By Peg West
The Grand Rapids Press

Six former Grand Rapids city officials
have signed a letter opposing a proposed
tax hike to fund more police officers, stat-
ing concerns that range from locking the
city charter into a set pohice funding per-
centage to whether more police officers
will reduce crime

The letter was spearheaded by Don
Souter, a retired Grand Rapids attorney
and former member of the Grand Rapids
Library Board and the Grand Rapids Pub-
lic Schools Board of Education. Souter
called the other officials, drafted a letter
they could all agree on, then sent 1t to local
news organizations.

The others who signed the letter — all for-
mer city commissioners — are William
Blickley, Harold Dekker, Carl Eschels,
Robert Jamo and Mary Alice Williams.

They say their intent is to provoke dis-
cussion about the 1ssue, but they don’t plan
an organized, yard-sign-style opposition
campaign However, their letter represents

~ a
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the first group to move publicly against the
ballot questions

Souter believes the department hasn't
made a convincing case for more police én
the streets. Both he and Blickley believe the
lack of opposition springs from an unwill-
ingness to confront the police department

“Being against the police 1s sort of like
being against motherhood and apple pie,”
said Souter, “until you really start to think
aboutit”

Williams said 1t goes against her grain to
oppose such a proposal, but she, too, isn't
convinced that more police alone makes a

safer community, and she believes that of-
ficials “pulled out of thin air” the number

see POLICE TAX, Al1Q




POLICE TAX

They say spending rules eliminate flexibility

CONTEONUED FROM A9

95 when they decided they needed
additional officers.

“Creating public policy based on
the fears of the people is not a good
way to do public policy,” she added.

The signatories especially are
concerned about one ballot question
that changes the city charter to per-
manently commit 32 percent of the
general fund budget to police spend-
ing. They believe that move limits
future flexibility for changing needs.

It would make the police depart-
ment less responsive to city offi-
cials, Blickley believes.

“My experience in City Hall was
that the appointed officials - the
city clerk, the city attorney, the city
treasurer and the city manager -
are very responsive to elected offi-
cials, trying to make sure they're
doing what the public wants and
what elected officials want,” he
said. “Other department heads are
less so.”

They also say the proposal fails
to address the root causes of crimi-
nal behavior, makes the “policing
power less responsible to our elect-
ed officials” and that the “correla-
tion between the number of police
officers and decreasing crime in
Grand Rapids has not been
shown,” the letter says.

“We feel both of the proposals
should be VOTED DOWN and the
Mayor and City Commissioners re-
quested to rethink the entire issue,
and propose funding that takes in-
to consideration both the causes of
crime and the protection from it,”
the letter says.

Both Police Chief Wilham Hegar-
ty and campaign director David
Doyle say residents prefer dedicat-
ing a percentage of city funds to
certain services —in this case police
spending - so they know where
their tax dollars are going.

“It tends to fly in the face of rep-
resentative government, but it’s
clearly what the public wants,”
Doyle said.

Hegarty also disputed the con-
tention that there’s no correlation
between number of officers and de-
creasing crime. He unveiled statis-
tics Tuesday that say crime rates
have fallen in Grand Rapids neigh-
borhoods where police concentrat-
ed personnel over the last 10 years,
while crime rose in areas with few-
er regular patrols.

And he points to the neighbor-
hood service center effort Jaunched
last summer as an indication that
the department 1s addressing the
root of ¢crime.

“I respect the former commis-
sioners but I feel they are very, very
wrong about this matter and are
not aware of the needs of the peo-
ple in our neighborhoods,” said
Hegarty.

Voters will decide Tuesday
whether to boost the city income
tax from 1 percent to 1.5 percent
for residents and corporations, and
from 0.5 percent to 0.65 percent for
non-residents.

An income tax increase would
trigger a 2-mill property tax cut
that was approved by voters in
1989. City officials have said that
would be phased into effect over
two years.

Hegarty and Mayor John Logie
have said the proposal to perma-
nently commit 32 percent of the
general fund budget to police
spending - which wouldn't go in-
to effect unless the tax hike
passed - offers a guarantee that
future police spending will be
maintained at a level that could
support the increased staff of 404
sworn officers.

Press reporter Ed Golder con-
tributed to this report.
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Explaining his view: Police Chief William Hegarty addresses the crowd at a West Side church.

WEST SIDE Prospect of more patrols is popular

CONTINUED FROM All

vest more time into investigating
each call, Hegarty said.

He also told the audience pas-
sage of the proposal would mean
more undercover officers to work
drug enforcement, more detectives
to track career cnminals and more
warrant officers to bring them to
Justice,

“You're going to see an awful lot
of enforcement, folks, that we can't
provide today,” he said.

Residents asked Hegarty for as-
surance that officers assigned to
their neighborhood would remain
there, to which he responded “Ab-
solutely”

Terry Hanes, 40, said he is “all in

favor” of hiring the new officers de-
spite having no complaints about
current police protection.

“I guess I'd want to see a little
more protection at night,” he said.

Roberta Reitman, 75, said addi-
tional officers will help keep crimi-
nals at bay. “I've noticed when we
have more patrols, we have fewer
problems,” she said.
~ Reitman also likes the idea of an
Income tax increase to pay for the
added protection.

“It's the only way they can do it,”
she 'S’ald. “It's the most equitable
way.

Hegarty declined to respond to a
!gmfr to The Press from state Rep
’Ih'-:”liib .\-Lﬂhltu encoura ‘
readers to vote down the
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Mathieu questioned the city’s com-
mitment to protecting its citizens,
saying it shouldn't take a tax in-
crease to make law enforcement
the top prionty.

Mathieu also wrote that the prop-
erty tax reduction would offset the
burden of an income tax increase
only for the rich.

“I'm not commenting on that,”
Hegarty said. “I'm not doing any-
thing negative. I'm working with
thé people for the people.”

Hegarty encouraged those who
turned out for Thursday's meeting
to call fnends and encourage them
(0 Support the income tax increase.

“Additional staffing does help a

neighborhood become safer,” he
said m asking.”
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Police proposal
put to voters -
on Tuesday

» City residents will decide if 95
new officers on the streets are
worth a hike in their income tax.

By Ed Golder
The Grand Rapids Press

Tyler Korfhage feels safe enough.

“I take precautions,” says the 30-year-old
accountant and father of three."And I'm a
gun owner,”

So-“without knowing all the details and
sitting down and doing some figuring” -
the Northeast Side man says he'll probably
vote against Tuesday’s proposal to add a
cop to every neighborhood and $5.2 million

to the city budget.

Wyom But if police-tax support-
:.‘mn::g ers have their way, Ko-
consider rfhage will sit down and do
millage for Some figuring this week-
parks. C1.  €nd, as would thousands
— likehim.

Some 25,000 red, white
and blue pamphlets were mailed last week in
an effort to persuade civic-minded voters like
Korfhage, all with proven records of showing
up for primary and special elections.

“In’every election, there are a certain
number of people who are going to vote,
come hell or high water,” said David Doyle,

%« -Coordinator of the Safety ’95 Campaign.

Their numbers could be few this Tuesday.

Normally the city sees just 20 percent of
registered voters show up for special elec-
tions. Based on absentee ballots returned
through last week, Deputy City Clerk
Marie Gowell predicts even fewer this time,
about a 15 percent turnout.

The special election asks voters to finance
95 new officers — about a 30 percent in-
crease — by raising the city income tax: from
1 percent to 1.3 percent for residents and
corporations; 0.5 percent to 0.65 percent for
non-residents. The hike would be accompa-
nied by a 2-mill reduction in property tax.

A separate ballot question asks voters to
change the city charter to permanently de-
vote at least 32 percent of the budget to the
police department.

The literature mailed out during the mid-
dle of last week includes a map showing ris-
ing crime in outlying neighborhoods and a
note from Police Chief William Hegarty.

“Today, most Grand Rapids neighbor-
hoods are without regular patrols most of
the time,” Hegarty says, adding, “every
new officer hired as a result of this initia-
tive wi}l be used on the street, in direct

- see PROPOSAL, A23




PROPOSAL Officials expecr a small turnour
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crime-fighting activities."

Until recently, Safety '95's soft-
sell strategy — which relied pri-
marily on appearances by Hegarty

and Mayor John Logie at neighbor-
hood meetings — has prompted lit-
tle organized opposition,

But last week, six former city of-
ficials signed a letter questioning
the wisdom of guarantecing 32 per-

b

cent of the hudget for the police
department, and saying the pro-
posal fails to address the “‘root
causes” of criminal behavior

State Sen Glenn Steil, R-Grand
Rapids, is adding his voice to the
opposition ‘“'Raising the city -
come tax promotes fhight to the
suburbs,” Steil wrote in a letter op-
posing the hike.

Still, riding on a popular fear of
rising crime, the campaign has

b

won 11s share of converts

“I think Grand Rapids needs the
extra protection.”™ said Daniel B
Hess, a lawver and Southeast Sude
resident who 1s among the 25.000
voters targeted by the campagn ™

“And Tthink that it will strength-
on the city and make it more viable
for people that want to continue to
hve here and other people that
want to come in and move here”
he said
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THE CITIZENS OF GRAND RAPIDS SHOULD
STEP BACK AND THINK CAREFULLY BEFORE
VOTING ON MARCH 28!!

We, as former Grand Rapids City Officials, have great respect and support for our city govern-
ment, but we have some serious concerns about the ballot proPosaI to increase the city income tax,
reduce the property tax, and provide additional funding for police services:

1. To Jock into the Charter, 32% of all future gencral operating funds solely for police services is
not good public policy. No onc can predict the needs of the community 10 years from now. Chang-
ing communication and technology alone can make present methods obsolete,

2. The proposals fail to address the root causces of the problem of criminal behavior,

3. We belicve the governmental function of policing power should be made more responsive to
our clected officials. These ballot proposals make the policing power less responsible to our clected
officials.

4. The need for adequate police stafling and protection is not in question. What is adcquate
staffing, the manner in which it is funded, and the impact it will have on the future of the city is.

Correlation between the number of police officers and decreasing crime in Grand Rapids has not
been shown,

We feel both of the proposals should be VOTED DOWN, and the Mayor and City Commissioners
requested to rethink the entire issue, and propose adequate funding that takes into consideration
both the causes of crime and the protection from it

William Blickley, Former 3rd Ward Commissioner
Harold Dckker, Former 3rd Ward Commissioner
Carl Eschels, Former 2nd Ward Commissioner
Robert Jamo, Former City Controller and 2nd Ward Commissioner
Don Souter, Former Member, Grand Rapids Library Board, Board of Zoning
Appeals, & Reereation Board.
Mary Alice Williams, Former 2nd Ward Commissioner

Paid for by The Responsible Citizens Committee, Don Souter, Treas. 2637 Littleficld N1: GR 49506










Dear Veoter.

In my 13 years as your Police Chief | have never
asked the public for additional financial support
until now.

Neighborhood problems have increased in Grand
R”[""‘ at an alarming rate in the past ten years
Police staffing has not kept pace. Today, the Grand
Rapids Police Department is one of the lowest
staffed forces in Michigan.

s the enclosed map shows, by concentrating our
crime fighting activities in high crime neighborhoods
some areas have seen a reduction in crime. But

other neighborhoods have paid the price. Today,
G rand Rapids neighborhoods are without
I'“'""‘ Wost of the time
roh 28th, | urge you to vote “Yes-Yes™ on
lll'nllollll. I/ pu\u'tl. for the first time in
willput a police officer in every
vod a ﬂfﬂu' fime,

'l’ '
¢

] 1 hvorh

#,.

FOI‘ lhl'.\l' reasons, | ask for your suppori (n
lmhulfufu” of the brave officers of the Grand
Rapids Police Department, thank you

Chief William G. Hegarty

is Mayor of Grand Rapids | urge your support of

this important ballot initiative.

Mayor John Logie

el

The first prnpu-ul will inerease the City
income tax from 1.09% to 1.3% for residents and from 5%
to 659 for non-residents, and decrease property taxes by 2
mills for the purpose of hiring 95 additional pelice officers.
The second proposal would insure that the city actually uses
these funds for the intended purpose by requiring that at

lity's annual general fund budget goes to

ice protection. Voters are, therefore., asked to vote

“Yes-Yes' .

To have at least one police officer assigned to
each of the 32 police patrol distriets twenly -four hours a day.

The Police Chiefl along with the Grand
Rapids City Council has de crmined that it will take 95
additional officers to achieve this goal.

The recently punml crime bhill
provides Grand Rapids 17 positions for 3 years. Those must
be used in high erime neighborhoods. In other words, the
Crime Bill provides serviees to approximately 11% of the
Grand Rapids population for a limited period of time.

In 1989 the voters mandated that any increase in City

income taxes would trigge tomatic 2 mill reduction in
n does not have 1o be

voted upon to be enacted i yme taxes are inercased.

The resident income lax increase will
exqual $3 for every £1.000 of taxable income. The average
bomeowner will save $1 for every $1,000 of home market
value. The average family living in the average home in
Grand Rapids will see a net lax inerease of 33 per month.

Seniors on fixed incomes
urity, annuities) will see 0o income tax
. If they own their own home, they will see o
significant property tax reduction. '
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Mayor Logie

> Only 18.9 percent of the city’s voters
turn out to dectde whether to put 95 more
police officers on the streets.

By Ed Golder, Peg West
and Theresa D. McClellan
The Grand Rapids Press

During the campaign to raise Grand Rapids’ in-
come tax, suburbanites who work in the city — but
pay nonetheless ~ complained about taxation with-
out representation.

pids Press
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GRAND RAPIDS

Income tax increase

But as the issue came to a vote Tuesday, even
those who have a voice didn’t use it.

Four out of five of Grand Rapids’ registered vot-
ers stayed home, with just 18,9 percent approving a

TN, A AT

" tradeoll: Tax boost for more cops

two-part package that will add 95 police officers.

“Any of us engaged in the political process would
like to have more of our city participate with us,”
Mayor John Logie said of the anemic turnout

While passing by a strong 55 percent, the tax hike
didn’t win support in all neighborhoods The far
West Side opposed the increase, with turnout as
high as 35 percent 1n some precincts

“I don’t think they need either the extra cops or
the percentage of the budget,” said Richard Meyers,
61, who lives north of Union High School.

The increase passed on the near West Side and all
but a handful of precincts east of the river.

see TAX, A4
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half of new
cops hired

Vote will enlarge police force by 95 officers
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“Tam convinced that if you have
more police officers on the street,
you won't have a crime commit-
ted,"” said LuAnn Mowrer, of 1312
Worcester Drive NE, who voted
yes on both questions.

“I've seen Kids trying to sell oth-
er-kids drugs at the Dickinson
School playground,” added Scott
Flegel, of 1811 College Ave. SE.
“They should have more cops on
thé street and that would not hap-
pen.”

A second ballot question — en-
sufing at least 32 percent of the
city’s general fund goes to police —
passed by a narrower 52 percent.

Residents will see their income
taxX jJump from 1 percent to 1.3 per-
cent, and commuters from 0.5 per-
ceqnt to 0.65 percent. At the same
tinie, the city property-tax rate will
belreduced 2 mills.

The net increase will be $5.2 mil-
liop a year — about half paid by
outsiders who work 1n the aity.

City officials, who failed to pass
anincome-taxincrease for the gen-
eral fund 1n 1989, were overjoyed.

Police Chief Willam Hegarty
said he was “very thankful and
pleased and a hittle bit tired” after a
campaign that took him from
neighborhood to neighborhood.

Hiring begins in January, and all
neyw officerswill be on the streets
by the end of next year. “Between
torhorrow and the beginning of the
vear,”” Hegarty said, “we have an
awful lot of work to do.”

Logie said the passage showed
people will vote for a tax hike if
théy know where their money is
going.

#1 give Chief Hegarty a lot of the

credit,” the mayor added. “He was
a tireless campaigner. 1 don't ever
remember a city employee invest-
ing as much in a campaign.”

An analysis of the election fig-
ures show:

W Voters in outlying areas were
most suspicious of the 32-percent
budget lock-in and were more like-
ly to split their votes — supporting
the tax hike but not the budget
mandate. The latter proposal car-
ried by just 804 votes of more than
21,000 cast.

B The 1st Ward was the only one
to split its vote, passing the tax,
3,519-3,401, and rejecting the bud-
get percentage, 3,355-3,519.

B Though much of the campaign
targeted outlying areas — where
some neighborhoods are without
regular patrols — core-city voters
supported the initiative over-
whelmngly

B And the low turnout — one
Southwest Side precinct had just
3.6 percent of voters show up —
may have helped. When the 1989
income-tax request failed, 36 per-
cent of city voters turned out.

Despite 1ts popular crime-fight-
ing theme, the campaign had its de-
tractors.

Don Souter, a former city official
and school board member, spear-
headed a letter opposing the mea-
sure, also signed by five former city
commissioners. He said he’s not
surprised by the outcome.

“It's a popular thing,” Souter
said. ““It's based on fear."

The head of the city officers’ and
sergeants’ union said many are
adopting a wait-and-see attitude
regarding implementation of the
initiative, which will increase the
force by one-third.
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1 guess they got what they want-
ed. We'll see how it all works out,”
said Terry McGee, president of the
Grand Rapids Police Officers La-
bor Council.

The average Grand Rapids resi-
dent, with a taxable income of
$33,000 and a $63,000 home —
both city medians — will pay an
additional $36 a year.

The imtiative will hit renters who
work and live inside the city the
hardest, and will be easiest on re-
tired homeowners on non-taxable
incomes.

While Logie and other city offi-
cials celebrated the victory, not all
were 50 jubilant. Third Ward City
Commissioner George Heartwell
supported the initiative but sound-
ed a cautionary note.

“If we as a community and we as
elected officials think we've solved
the problem of crime in the streets
by adding 95 new officers, we're
sorely mistaken,” he said.

Citing the need for more job-
training programs, educational op-
portunities and income support for
strugghng families, Heartwell said,
“We can't only throw blue at the
problem and expect it’s going to
solve it."
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Mitiage supporters Carl Paganelli, left, and Charley Steen check results.

WYOMING

Voters OK millage hike to save programs

CONTINUED FROM Al

excited to get going,” she said.

The millage was approved in 29
of the city’s 32 precincts, with voter
turnout nearly 28 percent.

The largest opposition came in
southern Precinct 32, one of the
city’s most well-to-do areas.

“Those people (can afford) other
options for recreation,” Wyoming
Recreation Director Terry Fields
said. “We did this millage for peo-
ple who don't have those other op-
tions.”

If the tax hike had failed, the City
Council pledged to close both se-
nior centers, eliminate all recrea-
tion programs and cease all but the
most basic grounds maintenance
art parks.

The victory comes after a 1-per-
cent income tax went down in Au-
gust and a 2.5-mill property tax
was defeated in November. Pro-

but we've held our tryouts and
sign-ups. We proceeded all along
assuming it would pass,” Edgerle
said. Games will begin April 22.

Edgerle credited millage backers
with “overcoming" lack of support
from City Council. Council mem-
bers made it clear public safety
needs are a bigger priority.

“The people have spoken, and
council will abide by their wishes,”
Mayor Jack Magnuson said. “But if
1.5 mills are not needed to provide
adequate parks and recreation ser-
vices to the public, then the council
won't levy 1.5."

But Sparpana pointed out a five-
year plan was circulated to voters,
outlining Parks and Recreation
Commission proposals for how the
money will be spent each year.

“We have made a commitment to
the voters,” Sparpana said. “If
counci refuses to honor that, 1
don’t think it will be very pleas-




